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Students present research on whiteness to campus community

STEPHANY MENA
NEws EpiTor

Students discussed issues
of redlining, minorities,
Puerto Rico, immigration
and U.S. representatives.

On Nov. 28 at the USU
Ballroom, faculty from the
Communications department
hosted the annual Whiteness
Forum. Students were divid-
ed into small groups, each
presenting a different topic
about whiteness.

A student table present-
ed the topic of Black Lives

Matter and all lives matter.
The presenter said “Why are
we so scared of Black Lives
Matter?” The group encour-
aged students to take an in-
stant film photo to post on
their poster board.

The presenters of the su-
permarket redlining tabling
said certain supermarkets are

in specific areas, forcing the

local consumer to buy their
products. The presenters said
supermarkets in these areas
are privileged because they
offer organic products.

The presenters at the Puer-

to Rico and Whiteness table
gave students a quiz to test

their knowl-
edge about
Puerto  Rico.
The presenter
said that Puer-
to Ricans are
U.S. citizens.
They pay tax-
es but cannot
vote for fed-
eral elections,
and they do not

need visas to enter the U.S.
The presenter said the U.S.  states,

...each
presenting a
different topic
about
whiteness.

Puerto Rico in case of a di-
saster, as it would to any oth-

er state in
the U.S.
- due to
the Staf-
ford Act,
which
became
a law in
1988.
Accord-
ing to the
FEMA

website, the Stafford Act
““United

States’

has the responsibility to help means the fifty States, the

District of Columbia, Puer-
to Rico, the Virgin Islands,
Guam, American Samoa and
the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands.”
The build bridges not walls
table had quizzes for each
student to test their knowl-
edge about immigration.

The student presenters said_

that in 2015, it was estimat-
ed most people from Canada
overstayed their visas. The
presenters said undocument-
ed workers make a 10 per-
cent contribution to the So-
cial Security Trust Fund.

A group of students pre-
sented Whiteness in the en-
tertainment industry. They
focused mainly on white-
washing and stereotyping
Asians in films.

Several tablings focused on
the topic of U.S. representa-
tives and President Donald
Trump. The presenters dis-
played tweets that Trump has
posted. They spoke about
Trump not having reliable
sources in his retweets.

All presentations were
based on Communication
454 student research.



