Federal and California Court Systems Compared
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	Courts of Last Resort

	U.S.  Supreme Court
	California State Supreme Court

	Appellate Courts

	U.S.  Courts of Appeal
	State Courts of Appeal



	Trial Courts

	U.S.  District Courts


	Superior Courts of California




The U.S. Constitution is the supreme law of the land in the United States.  It creates a federal system of government in which power is shared between the federal government and the state governments.  Due to federalism, both the federal government and each of the state governments have their own court systems.

� Text is adapted from the US Courts website page, Comparing  Federal and State Court Systems.     http://www.uscourts.gov/outreach/resources/comparefedstate.html






