Coaching teachers


Lesson Plan Format 
Lesson Plan Name:  Tanya’s Renunion
Your Name and School: Fran Tovar, mission elementary school
Goal(s) for your lesson plan:  a. to be able to make inferences about the personalities of the characters by paying attention to the details provided by the author coupled with their own experiences.

b. to use different medias to clarify understanding of a topic.
c. to understand differences between background, middle ground, and foreground, and use horizon and perception of distance.
d.  to recognize different types of figurative language used in poetry and songs.
California State Standards addressed in lesson plan
reading/theatre/visual arts)
Visual Arts Standard:  4.3 Discuss how the subject and selection of media relate to the meaning or purpose if a work of art

Reading R1.1 Read aloud fluently

              R2.4 Evaluate new information

             R 2.5  Compare and contrast information on the same topic

             R3.5 Define figurative language

Duration: 6 days, 45 minutes per day
Materials/preparation needed: 12”x18” white construction paper, crayons, water colors, white tempera paint, sponges or sponge brushes, template of mountains, lyrics of “Over the River and Through the Woods”, selected art works of scenes that demonstrate background, middle ground, foreground
□ Co-taught with art coach
□ Observed art coach
□ xTaught independently

Body of Lesson Plan:

Introduction/Activation of Prior Knowledge:  Day 1As a read aloud, I read the story The Patchwork Quilt by Valerie Flournoy which was the first story about our characters Tanya and her grandmother.  Next we discussed family relationships, and students shared stories about their families.  We used the vocabulary from the story to write our own story in a different context.
In September, I had taught a lesson on primary, secondary, and tertiary colors using a color wheel made with food coloring and frosting.  The students now understand about shades of color and complementary colors.  We have also done a few projects using water colors. .  

Teaching the Lesson: Day 2 We read the story Tanya’s Reunion, discussing the characters, making inferences about their personalities, comparing family reunions that the students had attended.

Day 3 Since Thanksgiving was approaching, we talked about families getting together for the holidays.  I wrote the lyrics to “Over the River” on chart paper.    We discussed rhyme scheme, vocabulary, and landscape features mentioned in it.  We tried different rhythms, speeding it up, making it a rap, and generally reading and singing it many times.

The students made Venn diagrams comparing and contrasting the story with the song.

Day 4I introduced the art terms of background, middle ground, foreground, horizon, and crayon resist.  Using a template of mountains, the students outlined it with heavy crayon.  They drew a horizon.  We studied four paintings of barn scenes and observed how to make the perspective of distance.  Then the students drew landscape and details about what they understood from the song, making their crayon marks dark.  We cut out silhouettes of a horse and sleigh to paste on to their paintings. 
Day 5When they finished the crayon part, they used water colors to paint over the paper, using different colors for the background, middle ground, and foreground.  They were instructed to use different shades of colors as well as complementary colors. They put their papers aside to dry.

Day 6The next day they used sponge brushes to apply white tempera paint to make the snow.  The tempera gave the painting some texture. 
Guided Practice:  The students explained about their Thanksgiving with their family as either a personal narrative, a version of “Over the River” that would fit their own experiences, or as a picture using some of the techniques they learned. 
Conclusion:  In the spring, we will have an Art Walk to display their works..  
Extension Activities:  Use Robert Frost’s poem “Stopping by the Woods on a Snowy Eve” and discuss what it is like to be in snow.  Also can discuss how transportation has changed since this poem was written. 
Assessment:  Formal:  Houghton Mifflin theme skills tests; assignment of their own Thanksgiving story; 4 point rubric of their painting 

Informal:  use of vocabulary in different context; art work to show understanding of vocabulary and content of song; Venn diagrams; 
Research Reference:  www.kinderart.com/landscape resist painting
I am willing to share this lesson plan with: (check all that apply):

□ xOther DREAM teachers
□x Any interested teacher
□ No one
□ Other: ______________________________________
