Teacher: Linda Whiteside

Grade and School: 5th Grade - Valley Center Upper Elementary

Discipline Area(s): math science social science language arts

arts

Project Title: Knitting

Project Goal(s): To teach the students how to make their own knitting needles and how to knit various projects

Process and Steps:

   1. Create needles by sanding dowels

   1. Learn how to make slipknot

   1. Learn how to finger-weave with 3 and 4 fingers

   1. Learn how to cast-on to knitting needle

   1. Create multi-colored ball, lamb, horse, pig

   1. Stuff and sew animals with a needle

   1. Create unique patterns for other animals

   1. Write to "pen pals" in Mexico who are also knitting

Materials Needed:

Dowels, sandpaper, freezer bags, thin yarn, plastic knitting needles, stuffing for animals, copies of animal patterns

Essential Questions:

1 What skills, elements, vocabulary were taught?

Counting, knots, sanding, symmetry, planning, color, sewing

2. How did you assess the children’s understanding?

Student reflection, teacher observation, peer teaching, final product evaluation

3. Where could you go from here?

I could continue to teach and learn various patterns for animals. Several students have already experimented with creating their own patterns to share with others.

4. Other comments:

My students have thoroughly enjoyed learning to knit! When the kids have any free time they want to knit and I look forward to teaching my class next year!

Art Coach: Kim Emerson

