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Dr. Pindi strives for women empowerment

By Karen AMBROCIO

ManacinG Epimor

Dr. Gloria Nziba Pindi, As-
sistant professor of Commu-
nication, has been involved
in advocating for women’s
and LGBTQ+ rights. She
was bom and raised in the
Democratic Republic  of
Congo where she received
her Bachelor’s degree in
Communication and Media
Studies from Catholic Uni-
versity of Congo.

Growing up in a male-cen-
tric community, Dr. Pindi
belongs in a culture where
education is a privilege for a
female.

She joined a women’s
center in Carbondale and
received a certificate Rape
Crisis Intervention and Do-
mestic Violence.

“[1] became involved with
the women’s issue [of] rais-
ing awareness. Your educa-
tion is a privilege and if you
have the opportunity to go
to school, you need to know
your right.”

Dr. Pindi participated in
a performance of The Vagi-
na Monologues by feminist
activists in 2009 who raised
awareness around the world
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Dr. Gloria Nziba Pindi, Ph.D poses near the Social Behavioral Sciences Building.

on women’s issue, and part
of the fundraising was to
raise awareness on gender
violence in Congo.

During her college years
in Congo, Dr. Pindi applied
and was selected for a schol-
arship the U.S. government
offered to some African
countries. She first learned
English and spent 10 hours
on English per week in nine
months.

“It was a big competition in
the country, I went through
the selection from my uni-
versity, and ended up being
selected.. I was the only girl
selected, among four men ...
I was the first female to be
selected for that scholarship
in my university.”

Dr. Pindi then completed
her Masters in Communica-
tion Studies from San Diego
State University.

While she was working on
her Ph.D. in Communication
Studies in Southern Illinois
University Carbondale she
received a graduate certifi-
cate in Women, Gender and
Sexuality Studies.

“I realized from my educa-
tion that I wanted to be a tes-
timony to the humanity, like
woman can do it, I am the
first Congolese woman with
a Ph.D. in Communication in

an american university.”

She taught courses in Af-
rica as a primary instructor
and also as a teacher assis-
tant in the communication
theory and media studies
field. In the United States she
taught public speaking and
non communication classes.

Although Dr. Pindi did not
plan to be a teacher, she later
found teaching a fulfillment.

“I believe I was born to

teach, I like interacting with
people and I like teaching,
and I feel fulfilled... When I
teach.. I am passionate about
teaching, so I don’t envision
my life out of academia,”
said Dr. Pindi

She said she has always
been passionate about lan-
guage and speaks five lan-
guages such as English,
French, Swahili (Eastern
Congo), Kikongo (Western
Congo) and Lingala (the offi-
cial language in Congo) and
also studied Latin in high
school for four years.

She advises students at
CSUSM to strive for their
dreams.

“Don’t give up, just follow
your dream you can make it
through . Set up a goal, what
are your goals and objectives
and what do you want to do.
Surround yourself with posi-
tive energy but above all be-
lieve in yourself because you
might rely on other people to
help you to get to where you
are but if you don’t have that
belief in yourself it’s not go-
ing to work...”
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